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New economic measurement framework: a positive step for the 
health and wellbeing of First Nations peoples 
 
Lowitja Institute welcomes recommendations outlined by the Joint Standing Committee on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs in response to the Inquiry into economic self-
determination and opportunities for First Nations Australians. 
 
The recommendations align with the Institute’s longstanding advocacy for addressing the 
economic determinants of health and wellbeing, alongside cultural, social, political, and 
planetary factors. 
 
Paul Stewart, CEO for Lowitja Institute – Australia’s only national Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander health research institute – commended the Joint Standing Committee’s 
recommendations to create a systematic and data-driven approach to identify gaps in key 
areas such as education, employment and health. 
 
‘For over 20 years, Lowitja Institute has highlighted that economic disempowerment has 
profoundly affected the health outcomes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
This ongoing impact extends to the health and wellbeing of future generations. 
 
‘When I speak to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander experts and peak health organisations, 
on the ground, it is widely acknowledged that non-medical and behavioural influences play 
a significant role in shaping health outcomes. Economic factors are a key part of this 
broader picture, and economic self-determination is crucial for improving the health and 
wellbeing of our peoples,’ Mr Stewart said.  
 
The economic measurement framework will give policymakers clear, targeted data on the 
socio-economic conditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, which will 
enable governments to address disparities effectively and ensure that policies are better 
tailored to the specific needs of these communities. 
 
Mr Stewart said Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have been working tirelessly to 
reclaim their economic self-determination, alongside broader self-determination, as part of 
a collective effort to restore the health and wellbeing of our communities.  
 
‘The right to self-determination, including the right to pursue economic development, is 
enshrined in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and we 
must ensure this is upheld when it comes to making decisions that impact our peoples.’ 
 

https://www.lowitja.org.au/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportjnt/RB000393/toc_pdf/Inquiryintoeconomicself-determinationandopportunitiesforFirstNationsAustralians.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportjnt/RB000393/toc_pdf/Inquiryintoeconomicself-determinationandopportunitiesforFirstNationsAustralians.pdf


‘This framework acknowledges that true self-determination can only be achieved when our 
peoples are empowered to control their own economic future, ultimately leading to better 
health outcomes and a stronger, more resilient future,’ Mr Stewart said.  
 
A central component of this initiative is the ability to highlight socio-economic variations 
within Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. This will allow for more nuanced and 
informed decision-making, ultimately leading to more equitable and culturally relevant 
interventions.    
 
‘By providing a clear, measurable understanding of the challenges we face, this initiative will 
not only support our long-term autonomy but also strengthen opportunities for our peoples 
when it comes to policies that impact our health and wellbeing.’ 
 

– Mr Paul Stewart, CEO Lowitja Institute 
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For more information or to arrange an interview with Lowitja Institute CEO Paul Stewart, 
please contact Jo Cackett 0474 727506, or the Communications team at 

communications@lowitja.org.au 
 
 

ABOUT LOWITJA INSTITUTE 
 
Lowitja Institute is Australia’s only national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community controlled health research institute, named in honour of its patron, Dr 
Lowitja O’Donoghue AC CBE DSG. It is working for the health and wellbeing of 
Australia's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples by facilitating high-impact 
quality research, tools, resources and knowledge exchange, and supporting a new 
generation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health researchers. 
    
Established in January 2010, the Lowitja Institute operates on key principles of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leadership, a broader understanding of health 
that incorporates wellbeing, and the need for the work to have a clear and positive 
impact. 

The history of the Lowitja Institute dates back to 1997 when the first 
Cooperative Research Centre for Aboriginal and Tropical Health was established. 
Since then, the Institute and the CRC organisations have led a substantial reform 
agenda in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health research by working with 
communities, researchers and policymakers, with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people setting the agenda and driving the outcomes. 
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