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The Lowitja Institute eBulletin brings you the latest in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander health and wellbeing research, and the social and cultural determinants of
health. We welcome contributions each fortnight, subject to editorial review.  

Update your info with us so we can send you more of the type of content you'd
like to see in your inbox (less than 1 min)

Renewed calls for First Nations communities to
be heard on how to best respond to COVID-19

Recently there's been renewed concern about the spread of Covid-19 to First
Nations communities, as well as the slow vaccination rollout.
Our CEO Dr Janine Mohamed joined Dan Bourchier live on the

ABC News Channel last week, and yarned about the importance of place-based
initiatives and historical truth telling in creating trust among Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities. She highlights success stories where Aboriginal
Community Controlled Health services have led the vaccine rollout in vulnerable
communities.

National Justice Project Webinar
Last week was the National Justice Project Webinar led by Larissa Behrendt. CEO
Janine Mohamed spoke about health justice along side Dr Chelsea Watego, Ariane
Dozer and Helena Kajlich.
 
"Health injustice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people is evident in the
numbers
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the high level of illness experienced, the preventable deaths, the lower service
access. It is also evident in how we feel - whether or not cultural safety is present."  

Read the Partnership for Justice in Health paper here.  
Find out more about National Health Justices work here

National Network Workshops

The Lowitja Institute was pleased to facilitate three workshops to discuss planning
for a new National Network. The workshops brought together 91 investigators
across four networks and organisations, tasked with developing three components
of Project Plans for the NH&MRC. The workshops covered three key areas:

Governance and leadership
Communication and engagement
Cultural safety

 

https://www.lowitja.org.au/page/services/resources/Cultural-and-social-determinants/justice/partnership-for-justice-in-health-scoping-paper-on-race-racism-and-the-australian-health-system?utm_campaign=eBulletin&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--U3YljbA0Shl8ZhWXQhEXYBZz_U62Pdf8H0W9zm45N5_1-HbHV12edDQyRjS0bNs7oRRWi
https://justice.org.au/what-we-do/?utm_campaign=eBulletin&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--U3YljbA0Shl8ZhWXQhEXYBZz_U62Pdf8H0W9zm45N5_1-HbHV12edDQyRjS0bNs7oRRWi


13/10/2021, 16:14 Lowitja eBulletin: The latest in Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Health Research

https://19624170.hubspotpreview-na1.com/_hcms/preview/content/55183918392?portalId=19624170&_preview=true&cacheBust=0&preview_key=EbWDPgar… 3/6

Publications and resources
Growing and supporting the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health
workforce, Dr Janine Mohamed, 5 August 2021, Australian Health Review 45(4)
397-397, doi.org:10.1071/AHv45n4_ED2.
 
Aboriginal COVID infoline. 
Do you have questions about COVID-19? Talk directly to Aboriginal staff who
understand our local community and can answer your questions and direct you to
support needed. You can call the infoline on 1800 312 911 - it's a free call. 

Events
Digital Roundtable: Exploring health justice beyond the courtroom, 8
September 2021.  
A line-up of deep thinkers and powerful advocates will explore what ‘justice’ means
for First Nations communities, scrutinise the limitations of the legal and healthcare
systems, and discuss innovative solutions that are laying new foundations for health
justice.  

Developing a culturally responsive trauma-informed public health emergency
response framework for First Nations families and communities during
COVID-19, 14 October 2021. 
This First Nations-led and facilitated workshop is funded by the Australian
Partnership for Preparedness Research on Infectious Diseases Emergencies
(APPRISE) Centre of Research Excellence (CRE).
The aim of this 2-day workshop is to bring together First Nations experts in public
health, to develop a draft culturally responsive trauma-informed public health
emergency response framework for First Nations families and communities.
 
Poche Centre for Indigenous Health, Wednesday 17 & Thursday 18 November.
The event, chaired by Professor Tom Calma AO, will bring together an array of
researchers, scholars and community collaborators to share our experiences and
findings from some of the great initiatives happening in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Health research.
 
REB LAW Conference Australia - Friday 24th September 2021 – Saturday 25th
September 2021
Rebellious Lawyering Australia: Movement Lawyering for Social Change. The
conference will open with an international keynote address by Vince Warren,
Executive Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights, leading expert on racial
injustice and international educator in movement lawyering, and an Australia
keynote address by Professor Megan Davis, Cobble Cobble woman, Pro Vice-
Chancellor Indigenous UNSW and expert in Indigenous and Constitutional law. 

News & Media
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Leading NT Aboriginal organisations want 90 per cent vaccinated before
opening borders, SBS, 10 September 2021. 

Top Aboriginal health group accuses NSW government of mismanaging
COVID-19 response, Sydney Morning Herald, 31 September 2021. 
 
Traditional Owners to manage land in seven new Indigenous Protected Areas,
SBS, 10 September 2021.  

More support for Aboriginal families across Tasmania - Joint media release,
Ministers' media centre, 9 September 2021. 
 
Dear Dad: You inspire me to aim high and to be proud of who I am, SBS, 8
September 2021. 

A Renewable First For First Peoples In Victoria, The Hon. Jane Garrett, 9
September 2021.  

The Aboriginal filmmaker casting a lens on Australia's modern prison colony,
SBS, 6 September 2021. 

Job vacancies
 
Senior Policy Officer Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australia. 
Western Australia, full time. 
No close date.  

Housing and Homelessness Support Worker, Mental Health Association of
Central Australia. 
Alice Springs, full time.  
Applications close: 21 September 2021.
 
Executive Manager - Social and Emotional Wellbeing Victorian Aboriginal
Community Controlled Health Organisation. 
Melbourne, full time.  
Applications close: 19 September 2021.

Team Leader - Aboriginal Response Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency 
Melbourne, full time.  
Applications close: 19 September 2021. 

Project Officer, Northern Land Council 
Darwin, contracted. 
Applications close: 19 September 2021.

Opportunities
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IAHA Award Nomination closing midnight tonight, September 14th. 
The 2021 IAHA National Indigenous Allied Health Awards showcase the
outstanding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander allied health achievements. Now is
the chance to recognise and celebrate that person or organisation by nominating
them for one (or more) of the nine award categories. Get in quick. 
 
Dennis McDermott Memorial Award for Excellence in Cultural Safety. 
The award will recognise outstanding work by a health practitioner, community
organisation or educator in enhancing cultural safety in Australian health contexts,
understood broadly. It is intended to recognise both existing good practice and
innovations in the field.
 
New MRFF Eligible Organisation arrangements
Organisations can now apply to the NHMRC to be certified as a MRFF Eligible
Organisation (EO). This will allow them to apply for MRFF grant funding managed
by the NHMRC. The new arrangement expands the number and type of
organisations that can apply for MRFF grants administered by NHMRC. Read more
about MRFF EOs, including who can apply and the application process.

Member applications are now open to join the Members Community. Click HERE to
apply. Further information about the Members Community can be found on our
website HERE. 
If you have any queries, or need more information, please contact us by email at
members@lowitja.org.au.

Lowitja Institute Expert Database
If you have expertise that can contribute to vital health services and research to
help address the challenges of COVID-19 and support recovery or have expertise
with other diseases and can assist with managing and supporting services, please
register your expertise to assist Aboriginal community controlled health services.
This is a National Health Leadership Forum (NHLF) initiative and is provided by
Lowitja Institute.

Have questions or content? Communications@lowitja.org.au
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